WHY I DO NOT ANSWER “INTERNET THEOLOGIANS”!
by Phil Stringer

Dear Friends,

The following article may sound like I am “venting”.  That is because I am “venting!”

Over the last fifteen years a new form of “ministry” has developed.  There are men (and at least a couple of women) who have become what I call “internet theologians” (Thank you, Al Gore).  They have very little ministry with flesh-and-blood people.  Their “ministry” consists of critical e-mails demanding immediate answers.

These self-appointed “theologians” have made themselves the spokespeople for a particular cause, doctrine or person.  They usually have very little training.  They would love to have a full speaking schedule, but they receive very few (if any) invitations.

They are convinced that there is a world-wide conspiracy against their person, doctrine or cause.  They demand that their “target” drop everything to engage in many hours of email debates with them.  If their intended debate partner does not immediately devote many hours to them, they declare victory.  They announce that their ideas have triumphed and that they have personally defeated their “target”.  For years they will gloat in their great victory.

It perplexes many people that these “internet theologians” have so many hours each day to devote to this process.  A few pastor churches, but their churches are very small and they have very passive pastorates.  Some live on missionary support.  I wonder if their supporting churches know what they are paying for?  The common denominator of “internet theologians” is that they have many hours every day to devote to their quest.

The Bible teaches that there is a time to answer foolish communications and a time not to do so. 


Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.  Answer a fool 
according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.  Proverbs 26:4-5
I have chosen not to spend any time answering “internet theologians”.  There are two basic reasons.

First of all, I do not have the time!

Where should I find the time to correspond with “internet theologians”?  Should I take it away from my family?

I have been married for almost 37 years to the wife of my youth.  Should I spend less time with her in order to debate with people I have never met?

Since October 2009, my wife has battled breast cancer!  For several months I radically adjusted my schedule in order to be with her as she went through surgery, chemotherapy and radiation.  Almost daily during that time, I had “internet theologians” attacking me because I would not spend day after day answering their rude e-mails.

I have watched my only son grow into a godly, servant of the Lord.  He is a man I deeply respect.  There is no other man I would rather spend time with than him.  Should I take time away from him to spend it answering e-mails from people that I have no respect for?
Like most pastors I have a very busy ministry.  I pastor a church that normally runs about 350 in attendance on Sunday mornings, occasionally hitting 400.  Our church is in inner-city Chicago, which adds a dimension all its own to our ministry.  We have a Christian school with about 120 students.

I have a prayer list of over 500 people connected to our church who I pray for every day.  I pray daily for each of the 73 missionaries that we support.

I have a normal pastoral load of soul winning, visitation, counseling, administration, hospital calls, planning, and sermon preparation.  I preach three times a week at our church.

I receive about 50 phone calls, e-mails and letters a day.  That is not counting advertisements or million dollar offers from government officials in Africa, which arrive daily.

We also have a program, The William Carey Bible Society, to encourage Traditional Text Bible translators around the world.  I spend time on this every day.

What should I sacrifice in order to give attention to “internet theologians”?  Should I give up prayer, Bible study, sermon preparation, soul winning, or administration?

I am also blessed to have an active ministry preaching and teaching outside our church.  During the next 12 months I am scheduled to teach courses at 7 colleges (4 in the U.S. and 3 overseas).  I am also scheduled to teach for several hours at three other colleges and preach a college graduation.  I am scheduled to make 3 trips overseas to four countries (Haiti, Singapore, the Philippines ad Barbados).  I am also scheduled to preach revival meetings, Bible conferences, preachers meetings, and celebrations of the 400th anniversary of the King James Bible.  Not counting colleges and foreign trips, I am scheduled to speak in 29 special meetings.  Some of these are quick trips for one or two services, some are longer.  Seven meetings are in Indiana, five in Michigan, three each in Illinois, Florida, and Wisconsin.  One each in South Carolina, North Carolina, Tennessee, New York, Washington D. C., New Jersey, Ohio and Missouri.  Fortunately, I have learned how to work in airports, airplanes and motels.

Additionally, I serve on the Board of Directors for two Bible colleges and on the Advisory Board for six other Christian organizations.  Which of these responsibilities should I abandon in order to answer people who wouldn’t pay any attention to my answer anyway?

The second reason that I do not respond to “internet theologians” is because there is no point to trying to communicate with them.  Their minds are already made up!  They will read what you write and twist it into whatever they wish you had said.  I have yet to read an internet theologian who was capable of following a logical train of thought.  I frankly believe that some of them are literally insane.  I believe that having hours of electronic communications every day warps your ability to communicate with living, breathing people.
Communicating with “internet theologians” is like talking to a rock.  You are not going to accomplish anything.

I will continue to answer legitimate contacts from credible people (people with real ministries or genuine questions) as best as I can.  I cannot promise to answer all of them in a timely fashion.  Family and church will come first, but I will do the best I can.

“Internet theologians” are simply desperate for attention.  They contribute nothing positive to the cause of Christ.  If they could secure a few invitations to preach they would get over their e-mail addictions.  I, for one, do not intend to encourage their addiction.

Perhaps if we all would quit giving them the personal attention they crave, they would find another outlet for their frustrations.  

From now on, a copy of this article will be my only answer to “internet theologians”.
